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California Court System
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California Court System
California Supreme Court

• Justices: 1 Chief Justice, 6 Associate 
Justices

• Filings: 5665 annually

• Written Opinions: 49 annually

Courts of Appeal

• Justices: 106 (authorized positions)

• Filings: 16,308 annually

• Dispositions: 20,117 annually

Superior Courts (trial courts)

• 1,755 judges (authorized positions)

• Filings: ≈ 4,400,000 annually

• Dispositions: ≈ 2,400,000
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California Court Rules

• CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (CCP)

• Changes occur each January 1

• CALIFORNIA RULES OF COURT (CRC)

• Changes occur each January 1 and July 1

• Shall not be inconsistent with the CCP

• LOCAL RULES FOR EACH COUNTY (LR)

• Most preempted by  the  California Rules of Court

• Address local issues (e.g. tentative rulings, courtesy copies)

• STANDING ORDERS FOR INDIVIDUAL JUDGES

• Typically for single assignment cases

Calendaring Our Future Together.™



Overview of California Litigation
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Calendaring Ground Rules
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Calendaring Ground Rules
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COMPUTATION OF TIME

• Include/Exclude Rule

• Count using ‘calendar’ days unless ‘court days specified

• Counting forwards

• Counting backwards

• Discovery cutoffs may switch direction

• Hearing deadlines



Computation of Time
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Calendaring Ground Rules
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METHODS OF SERVICE
• Personal
• Mail within CA
• Mail outside CA
• Mail outside U.S.
• Overnight Delivery *
• Fax *
• Electronic

*time changes for motions



Methods of Service
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Commencing the Lawsuit – Part 1

• MASTER CALENDAR vs. SINGLE ASSIGNMENT
• CASE MANAGEMENT DEADLINES

• Serve the Complaint

• File Proof of Service

• Meet and Confer

• Deposit Jury Fees

• File and serve Case Management Conference Statement

• Attend Case Management Conference
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Commencing the Lawsuit – Part 2

METHODS OF SERVICE*

• Personal
• Substituted
• Notice and Acknowledgment
• Out-of-State
• Publication

*Discovery commences for the plaintiff at a defined time after each 
defendant has been served
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Methods of Service



Pleadings Allowed

• ANSWER

• DEMURRER

• MOTIONS TO QUASH, STRIKE, DISMISS

• CROSS-COMPLAINTS

• AMENDED COMPLAINTS
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Pleadings Defined



Discovery Methods – Part 1

• Interrogatories

• Inspection Demands/Requests for Production of Documents

• Requests for Admissions

• Depositions

• Subpoenas

• Consumer Production Subpoenas

• Motions to Compel (remedy when responses are 
incomplete)
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Discovery Methods - Part 2

• DEMAND FOR EXPERTS

• 2 part calculation

• DISCOVERY CUTOFFS

• Fact and Expert
• Calculation direction could switch
• Will not get continued automatically if trial date moves!

• DISCOVERY MOTION CUTOFFS

• Fact and Expert
• Must account for designated Motion Hearing Days
• Will not get continued automatically if trial date moves!





Motions

• MOST FOLLOW CCP 1005
•  refer to code for exceptions (e.g. summary 

judgment)

• ATTORNEY TYPICALLY SELECTS HEARING DATE

• NOTICE AND BRIEFING TIMES RUN FROM HEARING DATE

• TENTATIVE RULINGS AVAILABLE
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CCP 1005 Motion
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CCP 1005 Motion
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Exceptions



Motion for Summary Judgment



Let’s Count!



Pre-Trial/Trial/Disposition

• ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR)

• Arbitration; Mediation; Settlement Conference
• TRIAL

• Motions in Limine set by Local Rule

• Generates large number of trial-related dates!
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See, California’s not that weird!
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Thanks for visiting!
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Resources
• The Judicial Council 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/home.htm 
• Superior Courts
https://www.courts.ca.gov/superiorcourts.htm 
• Court of Appeals
https://www.courts.ca.gov/courtsofappeal.htm 
• Supreme Court
https://supreme.courts.ca.gov/ 
• Code of Civil Procedure
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml 
• California Rules of Court
https://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm 
• Local Rules
https://www.courts.ca.gov/find-my-court.htm?query=browse_courts 
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